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Enhancing ICT accessibility in Qatar and beyond
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We are one month away from the
#SeedstarsSummitMENA2019! &
We want to take this time to thank
those who have helped us to make
this Summit possible! Thank you
@madacenterQatar for supporting
us all the way, you have been

Qatar: Ooredoo and Mada
Announce Partnership to
Leverage Technology to
Build Inclusive ICTs

November 02, 2019 amazing!

Home © News © CMU-Qand Mada Center agree to
strategic partnership

Ooredoo, the region' leading enabler of igital Link to register <~ seedsta.rs/

SUMMITMENA2019

business innovation, has announced a partnership.

with Mada, the Assistive Technology Gentre Qatar,
toleverage the lates technologies to digitally
enhance the ives of persons with disablies.

* seedstars

MENA

s part of Ooredoo's commitment to giving back to

the Qatar communiy, the company il enhance its
products and services portolio for persons with
cisabiltes, it has said n a press statement

CMU-Q and Mada
Center agree to

The announcement was made at Qitcom 2019.

strategic fone i
partnership @
f v =

ITA, Qatar sign pact to develop digital
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+ First Public Working Draft: Accessible Name and Description Computation
1.2
11 July 2019 | Archive

More news... & &¥

Workshops 1

W3C Workshop on Data Models for Transportation
13ser| Palo Alto, GA, USA

Hosted by Uber

W3C Membership

Learn more about the benefits of W3C Membership. If you or your
invite you to support W3C through a contribution

5n cannot join W3C, we

New Members **
= AudioEye, Inc

« Universities Admissions Centre
= MADA Center, Qatar

About W3C &

The World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) is an intema

al consortium where Member organizations,

@ Committed to connecting the world
v pafiol Frangas Pycoutt

AboutiTU  Newsoom  Evenis  Pubications  Statisics  Aveas of Action

ITUMEMBERSHIP > MEMBER STATES LIST > ENTITIES BY COUNTRY

(ITU Internal only : List with ParticipationStatus]

Name

Ministry of Transport and Communications,

Communications Regulatory Authoriy, DOHA

MADA - Qatar Assistive Technology Center,
Ooredoo, DOHA

Qatar Satelite Company, DOHA
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Mada Center receives membership
of World Wide Web Consortium

Mads Center has re-
ceived the mem-
bership of World
Wide Web Consortium
planning and consulting
committee (W3C) as the
only Middle Eastern or-
ganisation to localise and
adapt digital access and as-
sistive technology selutions
to the needs of Arab people
with disabilities and is now
a key member of the W3C
advisory committee.

The membership was
received as Mada wrapped
up its participation in com-
mittee’s meetings  W3C
that primarily specialises
in programmes and web-
sites and that is responsible
for setting up guidelines,
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and
on which websites are de-
signed.

Mada Center, being a
centre of excellence in dig-
ital access in Arabic, and for
its ongoing work to under-
stand and meet the needs of
people with functional im-
itations professionally, was
represented by the Digital
Access Team at technical
meetings on the issnance of
standards and rules for ac-

cessible digital content.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Mada Center CEO
Maha al-Mansouri  ex-
pressed pride in the fact
that the centre is the anly
Arab institution to have
achieved full membership
in the association, as a re-
sult of the tireless efforts
made by Mada Center to
make browsing the web and
digital content of digital
platforms an ideal experi-
ence for people with func-
tional limitations in Qatar
and the Arab world.

“The centre’s presence
in the association is & con-
firmation of its status as a
pioneer in supporting dig-
ital and communication
accessibility and adapt it to
the requirements of people
with functional limitations,
disabilities and the elderly,
and renewing our commit -

ment to raise awareness of
the importance of the con-
cept of universal and acces-
sible design, as it urges us to
discover more solutions to
localisation and Arabisation
of Innovations and stand-
ards that reduce the gap
between people with dis-
abilities and digital content
on different platforms, in
implementation of Qatar’s
digital and web accessibil-
ity policy and the UN Con-
vention on Persons with
Disabilities” she added.

At the national level,
Mada Center has achieved
a digital accessibility rate of
949 amongst government
websites, while Qatar ranks
fifth globally on the Digital
Accessibility Rights Evalu-
ation Index (DARE).

Mada Center is a private
institution for public ben-
efit, which was founded in

2010 as an initiative that
aims at promoting digital
inclusion and building a
technology-based commu-
nity that meets the needs
of persons with functional
limitations (PFLs), persons
with disabilities (PWDs)
and the elderly in Qatar.
Today, Mada is the world's
Center of Excellence in
digital access in Arabie.
Through strategic part-
nerships, the centre works
to enable the education,
culture and community sec-
tors through ICT to achieve
an inclusive community
and  educational system.
The Center achieves its
goals by building partners’
capabilities and supporting
the development and ac-
ereditation of digital plat-
forms in accordance with
international standards of
digital access. Mada raises
awareness, provides con-
sulting services and in-
creases the number of as-
sistive technology solutions
in Arabic through the Mada
Innovation Program to en-
able equal opportunities for
PWDs and the elderly in the
digital community. (QNA}

Qatar reaffirms commitment to integrate
people with disabilities into society

New Yark

atar has reaffirmed its

commitment to work to

integrate persons with
disaBmPPies into sustainable de-
velopment, calling for best ef-
forts to support the implemen-
tation of the United Nations
Disability Inclusion Strategy.

This came in a statement
delivered by HE the Perma-
ment Representative of Qatar
to the UN ambassador Sheikha
Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani
during her participation in an
event organised by the United
Nations Department for Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs, on
the occasion of the Interna-
tional Day of Persons with Dis-
abilities, which falls on Decem-
‘ber 3 each year.

UN_ Sectotary-General An-
tonio Guterres, President of the
74th session of the UN General
Assembly ambassador Tijani
Mohamed Pandey, and several
member states’ permanent rep-
Tesentatives and experts.

sSheikha Alya reviewed the
actions and policies taken by
Qatar to integrate persons with
disabilities into society and to
promote positive perception and
Tecognition of the importance of
their contributions to society.

HE the Permanent

Qatar to the UN

equality and ensures integra-
tion into the society, pointed
out. The goal is to give people
with disabilities access to on-
line services and opportuni-
ties, including e-govemnment
services, she added.

Sheikha Alya noted the serv-
ices of Qatar Assistive Technol-
ogy Centre (Mada) provided to
people with disabilities, parents
and professionals, in terms of
the provision of extensive infor-
mation on assistive technology
in both English and Arabic lan-
guages, which is the first of its
Jind fn the Arab world,

She referred to the intema-
tional conference which will
take place on December 7-8 un-
der the auspices of Her High-
mess Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,
Chairperson of Qatar Founda-
tion for Education, Science and
ce QF).

In this context, Shefkha Alya
saidthat the Qatari law prohibits
diserimination against persons
with disabilities, and requires
that 26 of all jobs in government
bodies and public institutions
are reserved for persons with
disabilitics, and that private
sector businesses employing a
minimum of 25 persons were re-
quired to hire persons with dis-
abilities.

Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani

She stressed the importance
of productive work in order to
achieve self-esteem, well-being
and integration into society,
pointing out that thisis very im-
portant to meet the implemen-
tation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
Qatar uses ICT widely, ex-
plaining that this creates a dif-
ferent world for people with
disabilities, promotes greater

The conference will be held
mder the theme of “ Hamessing
the Power of Sustainable Devel-
opment Agenda to Advance the
Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties)" she said.

sheikha Alya also expressed
her hope that the conference
would result in the Doha Dec-
laration that will help in form-
ing key international reference
in the inclusion of persons with
disabilities in the 2030 Develop-
‘ment Plan
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